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Notes on Heat Balance

The heat balance of the atmosphere and the Earth refers to the equilibrium between the 
energy the Earth receives from the Sun and the energy it emits back into space. This balance is 
crucial for maintaining stable temperatures on Earth and plays a significant role in shaping 
climate patterns.
Solar Radiation: The primary source of energy for the Earth is solar radiation. Sunlight reaches 
the Earth's atmosphere, where some of it is absorbed by the atmosphere itself, clouds, and the 
Earth's surface. The rest is reflected back into space.

1.

Absorption and Reflection: When sunlight strikes the Earth's surface, it is absorbed and 
converted into heat energy. Some of this heat is then radiated back into the atmosphere as 
infrared radiation. Some of the incoming solar radiation is also reflected back into space by 
clouds, aerosols, and the Earth's surface.

2.

Greenhouse Effect: The Earth's atmosphere plays a crucial role in trapping some of the heat 
radiated by the Earth's surface, a phenomenon known as the greenhouse effect. Certain gases 
in the atmosphere, such as carbon dioxide (CO2), water vapor, methane (CH4), and others, 
absorb and re-emit infrared radiation, trapping heat and warming the Earth's surface.

3.

Heat Exchange: Heat is exchanged between the Earth's surface and the atmosphere through 
processes such as conduction, convection, and latent heat transfer (evaporation and 
condensation of water).

4.

Radiative Cooling: The Earth also emits heat energy in the form of infrared radiation back into 
space. This process is known as radiative cooling.

5.

Global Energy Balance: The Earth maintains a relatively stable temperature when the amount of 
incoming solar radiation is balanced by the outgoing heat energy radiated into space. Any 
imbalance in this energy exchange can lead to changes in temperature, resulting in climate 
variability and potentially leading to long-term climate change.

6.

Terrestrial radiation refers to the emission of heat energy from the Earth's surface back into the 
atmosphere and ultimately into space. This radiation primarily occurs in the form of infrared radiation, 
also known as longwave radiation, due to the relatively low temperatures of the Earth's surface 
compared to the Sun.

Absorption of Solar Radiation: During the day, the Earth's surface absorbs incoming solar radiation from 
the Sun. This absorbed solar energy heats up the Earth's surface, causing it to warm.

1.

Emission of Infrared Radiation: As the Earth's surface warms up, it emits heat energy in the form of 
infrared radiation. This terrestrial radiation occurs continuously, both during the day and at night, 
although the intensity varies depending on factors such as the time of day, season, and geographic 
location.

2.

Greenhouse Effect: Some of the emitted infrared radiation is absorbed and re-radiated by greenhouse 
gases in the Earth's atmosphere, such as water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, and others. These gases 
trap heat energy, contributing to the greenhouse effect, which helps to keep the Earth's surface warmer 
than it would be otherwise.

3.

Radiative Cooling: Despite the greenhouse effect, the Earth still loses heat energy to space through 
radiative cooling. The balance between incoming solar radiation and outgoing terrestrial radiation is 
crucial for maintaining the Earth's overall temperature equilibrium.

4.

Atmospheric Dynamics: The process of terrestrial radiation plays a significant role in shaping 
atmospheric dynamics, including temperature patterns, weather systems, and climate variability.

5.


