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billion each year on food imports. Its

major food imports include wheat, sugar > —]—T H P L H'G & Qlloﬂ )
and fish. Another big import, rice, 6

accounts for about US$1.65 billion, Most of
the country’s rice is imported from N 5 o - -

g0 0\9& [
Thailand and India. This has g a Us R e Im Tvcﬂf‘ h
led analysts to predict it will be the

world’s second-largest importer of rice N | JZMECL % 1S MJ\?U\ LM S
‘_‘_'_"‘—‘—-—.—.
after China in-2039-— Fact a ? %

<

2 v =]
o n (ST IMpots - R,
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traditional coarse grains like sorghum and

millet have become less popular over the K64 @Jé Hro. S oA OMNA %H s W a\’\
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Now Nigeria’s government is trying to
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intention to-halt rice imports entirely. In
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doing so, it hopes to save a great deal of
money. But is this plan

realistic? Unfortunately, it’s not. Nigeria’s

agricultural sector simply isn’t equipped to
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farmers, and a dearth of government
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Recently, the National Health Authority
(NHA) and the All India Transporters

‘Welfare Association (AITWA) have i
_ Neryiees for  truck driverts
announced a partnership through a

memorandum of understanding (MoU). MJQJ{ ﬁ\f U‘J/ﬂ‘mm B I«OJ(DQ_
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This partnership aims to provide
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healthcare services to around 10 million QLML
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work together in order to identify truck o
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will work toward facilitating the w throwh o MoU
verification of drivers using the NHA's @ Gl

Beneficiary Identification System. This

collaboration will help thousands of IT\ POJ—I Qn# CoHL uM l { bQ__
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After the verification, the eligible drivers

can get their AB PM-JAY e-cards at the aF 4 W "Q@fat [Otdl‘?om. .
nearest AITWA Highway Hero Centres. In ha_

the first phase, a pilot project will be ok ‘fﬁ-b[ e drivers an 93} Hiaxr
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country. Eligible drivers and employees of
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country. Eligible drivers and employees 01;
different transport companies will be able
to avail themselves of the benefits after
getting the PM-JAY cards. NHA officials will
work closely with the teams of the AITWA
and the CSCs to conduct the drive to

identify beneficiaries.
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